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for the host. From that time on our relations ceased."
Rossini, whom Grillparzer had previously met in Italy,
was also one of the invited guests on that occasion. "He
had become a perfect Frenchman, spoke the language like
a native, and was inexhaustible in witty sallies. He is
famous as a gourmand, and while he was always welcome
as a friend of the family, he had been invited on this
particular evening chiefly as a connoisseur of wines, in
order to have him judge of a certain brand of champagne
which the host thought of buying.57

In London Grillparzer devoted as much attention to the
sittings of Parliament as to the theatre. He heard and
admired Peel and O'Oonnell, attended an all-night session,
and was greatly impressed with the scene. He described
the proceedings as "colossal and entrancing." He was
equally interested in the English method of conducting
public trials, and contrasted the dignified behavior of the
spectators with the noisy ways of the public in French
court rooms. The prevailing "sense of right and justice"
strongly appealed to him.

Grillparzer returned to Vienna via Belgium and Ger-
many. In Stuttgart he met the poet TJhland, whom he
found as "simple and good-natured as one imagines him to
be." The last entry in the diary of his journey is: "On
my arrival at Munich I found letters with the news that
my brother Karl had left wife, children, and office, and
that the treasury in his charge was empty. He falsely ac-
cused himself of having committed murder and showed
all the symptoms of insanity."half-concealed ridicule. But it is wrong to take
